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(57) ABSTRACT

The present invention relates to a sleeve (9) for a disk brake
fitted with a caliper slidably mounted in a carrier by means of
pins fixed rigidly to the caliper, said sleeve (9) being designed
to receive one of said pins in a bore of the carrier.
According to the invention, such a sleeve is characterized in
that it has ribs (10, 11) on a surface designed to come into
contact with the carrier so that said ribs (10, 11) may be
deformed in order to increase said contact surface when the
sleeve (9) is compressed by an activation of the brake.
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1
SLEEVE FOR DISK BRAKE CALIPER AND
DISK BRAKE FITTED WITH SUCH A
SLEEVE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a sleeve for a disk brake
caliper and a brake disk fitted with such a sleeve.

A disk brake of the known type comprises a carrier fixed to
a wheel hub of an automotive vehicle and a caliper slidably
mounted in the carrier. The disk brake also comprises a first
and a second lining or brake pad, capable of respectively
cooperating with a first and a second face of a brake disk fixed
in rotation to a wheel.

A pad, known as the internal pad, bears against one end of
a hydraulic piston slidably mounted in the caliper along an
axis parallel to the axis of the brake disk when the brake is
applied.

In reaction, the caliper slides relative to the carrier to apply
the second brake pad to the second face of the brake disk.

The caliper slides relative to the carrier by means of two
arms, known as pins, extending along axes parallel to the axis
of'the hydraulic piston, rigidly fixed to the caliper and sliding
in one respective bore formed in the carrier.

A pin is cylindrical, in the known manner, and of circular
section and provided at one end with a threaded bore capable
of cooperating with a screw penetrating a through-passage of
the caliper, to fix the pin to the caliper.

Gaskets connect the caliper to the carrier surrounding each
pin so as to preserve the contact surfaces between the pins and
the bores of the carrier from soiling due to corrosion.

In order to guide the sliding of the pins, it is known to use
a sleeve—also denoted as a “bushing”—in which the pin
slides as disclosed, for example, in the patent application EP
1236923A2.

Such a sleeve makes it possible, in particular, to dampen
low frequency vibrations generated by the caliper when there
is braking and when there is no braking. This damping is all
the more efficient the greater the force exerted by the sleeve
on the carrier, which is promoted by a large contact surface
between the sleeve and the carrier.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention results from the observation that the
return of the brake into a resting position is all the more rapid
the more the contact surface between the sleeve and the car-
rier is reduced, so as to promote the sliding of the pin.

Henceforth, a relative compromise at the contact surface
between the carrier and the sleeve is necessary in order to
ensure, on the one hand, satisfactory damping of the low
frequency vibrations and, on the other hand, a rapid return of
the pin to the resting position.

The present invention aims to remedy this drawback. To
this end, the invention relates to a sleeve for a disk brake fitted
with a caliper slidably mounted in a carrier by means of pins
fixed rigidly to the caliper, said sleeve being designed to
receive one of said pins in a bore of the carrier, characterized
in that the sleeve has ribs on a surface designed to be in contact
with the carrier so that said ribs are deformed in order to
increase said contact surface when the sleeve is compressed
by an activation of the brake.

Such a sleeve makes it possible to obtain satisfactory
damping of low frequency vibrations when the brake is
applied. As a result, in this case, the increased contact surface
between the sleeve and the carrier makes such damping pos-
sible.
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Moreover, such a sleeve makes it possible to obtain a rapid
return of the pin into a resting position since, when the brake
is released, the contact surface between the sleeve and the
carrier is reduced, which also reduces the resistive forces
when the pin returns into the resting position.

In one embodiment, the sleeve has a substantially cylindri-
cal shape along a longitudinal axis.

According to one embodiment, the ribs are of trapezoidal
shape extending along the longitudinal axis of the sleeve.

In one embodiment, the sleeve has different ribs having
different heights measured in a direction perpendicular to the
longitudinal axis of the sleeve.

According to one embodiment, the sleeve comprises at
least five ribs of the same height distributed symmetrically
over its surface designed to come into contact with the carrier.

In one embodiment, the ribs are formed by a resilient and
deformable material.

The invention also relates to a disk brake fitted with a
caliper slidably mounted in a carrier by means of pins fixed
rigidly to the caliper, a sleeve being designed to receive one of
said pins in a bore of the carrier, characterized in that the
sleeve has ribs on a surface designed to come into contact with
the carrier so that said ribs are deformed in order to increase
said contact surface when the sleeve is compressed by an
activation of the brake.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Further features and advantages of the invention will
appear from reading the following description of an embodi-
ment of the invention, by way of illustrative and non-limiting
example, and with reference to the accompanying figures in
which:

FIG. 1 shows a disk brake caliper fitted with a sleeve
according to the invention,

FIG. 2 is a sectional view of the disk brake disclosed in
FIG. 1,

FIGS. 3, 4 and 5 are different views of a sleeve according to
the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 shows a disk brake caliper 1 comprising a sliding
carrier 2 fitted with two plates, internal 3 and external 4,
permitting the disk 5 fixed to a wheel to be clamped as
disclosed above.

In order to guide the sliding of the caliper relative to the
pins 6 and 8 of the caliper 1, sleeves or “bushings” are
arranged between the carrier 2 and each pin 6 or 8 as shown in
FIG. 2.

In said FIG. 2, a sleeve 9 associated with the pin 8 is shown
in a sectional view thereof corresponding to the axis 2-2 of
FIG. 1.

The sleeve 9, according to the invention, has a larger con-
tact surface with the carrier 2 when the brake is activated.

Due to this larger contact surface, the sleeve may satisfac-
torily dampen the low frequency vibrations which may gen-
erate unpleasant noise during the operation of the brake.

Moreover, this contact surface is then reduced when the
brake is released, which permits the sliding force of the pin to
be reduced. Thus, the brake returns to a resting position in a
satisfactory time which limits, in particular, the wear of the
brake pads.

In order to obtain said variations of the contact surface
between the sleeve 9 and the carrier 2, said sleeve 9 has
longitudinal ribs 10 or 11 (FIG. 3) on its surface designed to
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come into contact with the carrier, whilst its internal surface
designed to be in contact with the pin 8 is uniform and smooth
as shown in FIG. 5.

FIGS. 3 and 5 illustrate the trapezoidal shape of the ribs
extending along the longitudinal axis 15 of the sleeve.

In this embodiment, the principal ribs 10 have larger
dimensions than the dimensions of secondary or intermediate
ribs 11 as shown in FIG. 4. For example, the height H of the
principal ribs 10 measured along the diameter of the sleeve 9
is practically double the height h of the secondary ribs 11 thus
measured.

In practice, this height H may be of the order of 0.5 mm, for
a conventional application in a known disk brake.

For such an application, the disclosed sleeve has five prin-
cipal ribs 10, two principal ribs being equidistant from one
secondary rib 11 interposed between said principal ribs.

As shown in FIG. 4, the angle a(alpha) formed by the
planes tangent to the walls of the ribs is of the order of 90°.

The ribs are formed by a resilient material permitting their
compression so that when the brake is activated, the ribs 10
are compressed by the force of the pin on the sleeve.

The sleeve provides a reaction force F to this compression
which is, in particular, a function of the contact surface
between the pin and the sleeve.

When this compression reaches a specific threshold, the
compression of the principal ribs 10 is such that their height H
is reduced and the secondary ribs 11 also come into contact
with the carrier.

At this time, the contact surface between the sleeve and the
carrier is substantially increased, which also increases the
damping of the low vibrations produced by the sleeve 9.

When the brake is released, the compression exerted on the
sleeve is reduced and the ribs are able to recover their shape,
in particular their height H. In this case, only the principal ribs
10 are in contact with the carrier which limits the contact
surface between said carrier and the sleeve, thus facilitating
the return of the carrier into a resting position.

The present invention is open to many variants. In particu-
lar, the arrangement of the ribs on the surface of the sleeve
may vary according to the applications of the invention.

The invention claimed is:

1. A sleeve (9) for a disk brake fitted with a caliper (1)
slidably mounted in a carrier (2) by means of pins (6, 8) fixed
rigidly to the caliper (1), said sleeve (9) being configured to
receive one of said pins (6, 8) in a bore of the carrier (2), the
sleeve (9) comprising first and second ribs (10, 11) on a
surface configured to come into contact with the carrier so
that said ribs (10, 11) may be deformed in order to increase
said contact surface when the sleeve (9) is compressed by an
activation of the brake, characterized in that the sleeve has a
substantially cylindrical shape along a longitudinal axis (15),
characterized in that the first ribs (10) are of trapezoidal shape
extending along the longitudinal axis (15) of the sleeve (9)
and may be deformed in order to increase said contact surface
between the first ribs (10) and the surface, characterized in
that the first and second ribs (10, 11) have different heights
(H) measured from an outer surface of the sleeve (9) in a
direction perpendicular to the longitudinal axis (15) of the
sleeve (9).

2. A sleeve (9) according to claim 1, characterized in that
the sleeve comprises at least five first ribs (10) of the same
height distributed symmetrically over the surface designed to
come into contact with the carrier.
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3. A sleeve (9) according to claim 1, characterized in that
the first and second ribs (10, 11) are formed by a resilient and
deformable material.

4. A disk brake comprising a caliper (1) slidably mounted
in a carrier (2) by means of pins (6, 8) fixed rigidly to the
caliper (1), and a sleeve (9) receiving one of said pins in a bore
of'the carrier, characterized in that the sleeve (9) has first and
second ribs (10, 11) on a surface in contact with the carrier (2)
so that said ribs may be deformed in order to increase said
contact surface when the sleeve (9) is compressed by an
activation of the brake, characterized in that the sleeve (9) has
a substantially cylindrical shape along a longitudinal axis
(15), characterized in that the first ribs (10) are of trapezoidal
shape extending along the longitudinal axis (15) of the sleeve
(9) and may be deformed in order to increase said contact
surface between the first ribs (10) and the surface, and char-
acterized in that the first and second ribs (10, 11) have difter-
ent heights (H) measured from an outer surface of the sleeve
(9) in a direction perpendicular to the longitudinal axis (15) of
the sleeve (9).

5. A disk brake according to claim 4, characterized in that
the sleeve (9) comprises at least five first ribs (10) of the same
height distributed symmetrically over the surface designed to
come into contact with the carrier.

6. A disk brake according to claim 4, characterized in that
the first and second ribs (10, 11) are formed by a resilient and
deformable material.

7. A sleeve (9) according to claim 1, characterized in that
the sleeve comprises at least five first ribs (10) having a first
height and at least five second ribs (11) having a second
height, characterized in that the first and second ribs (10, 11)
alternate around a perimeter of the sleeve (9), and character-
ized in that the first and second ribs (10, 11) are distributed
symmetrically over the surface designed to come into contact
with the carrier.

8. A sleeve (9) according to claim 1, characterized in that
the second ribs (11) have a rectangular shape extending along
the longitudinal axis (15) of the sleeve (9) and characterized
in that the first and second ribs (10, 11) alternate around a
perimeter of the sleeve (9).

9. A sleeve according to claim 1, characterized in that the
bore of the carrier (2) has a substantially circular cross section
and characterized in that a radial end surface of each of the
first and second ribs contacts the bore of the carrier (2).

10. A disk brake according to claim 4, characterized in that
the first and second ribs (10, 11) alternate around a perimeter
of'the sleeve (9).

11. A disk brake according to claim 4, characterized in that
the sleeve comprises at least five first ribs (10) having a first
height and at least five second ribs (11) having a second
height, characterized in that the first and second ribs (10, 11)
alternate around a perimeter of the sleeve (9), and character-
ized in that the first and second ribs (10, 11) are distributed
symmetrically over the surface designed to come into contact
with the carrier.

12. A disk brake according to claim 11, characterized in
that the second ribs (11) have a rectangular shape extending
along the longitudinal axis (15) of the sleeve (9).

13. A disk brake according to claim 4, characterized in that
the bore of the carrier (2) has a substantially circular cross
section and characterized in that a radial end surface of each
of'the first and second ribs contacts the substantially circular
cross section of the bore of the carrier (2).
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